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Linda Allred Cooper 

 

3434 Kildaire Farm Rd 

Suite 135 PMB 513 

Cary, NC 27518 

Lacooper@mindspring.com 

919 548-7099 
 

 

August 19, 201_ 

 

Hi: 

 

I have completed the 10 hour research session.  I hope you will be pleased with the results. 

 

Your Goal: 

 

Your goal was to learn about the previous owners of your house/home 

located at 189 Union Street North, Concord, NC, 28025.  Known as the 

Charles H. Erwin House, your research has shown it was built around 

1805.   You have found some deeds referencing a one acre lot with 

house, but would like to learn about the families who lived there; 

specifically: 

 

1.)    Genealogy information about: M.A. Blackwelder/Leah Blackwelder 

2.)    Genealogy information about Charles Harris Erwin & his family 

3.)    Genealogy information about Brevard Harris & his family 

4.)    Information about the house/property itself going back beyond 1867. 

5.)    Information about the house/property itself as to how it passed from Erwin to Harris 

 

To date, your research has shown the house was sold in 1867 to M. A. Blackwelder by W. A. Smith, E. C. 

Smith and Joel Reed.  This is the first mention of the house you have been able to find in Cabarrus 

County deeds.  The one acre house/property was owned by M. A. Blackwelder in 1872 when Leah S. 

Blackwelder (possible wife or daughter) sold the property to Aaron G. Lentz for $700; money needed to 

pay debts.  Lentz owned the property until 1879 when he sold it to Charles Harris Erwin and his second 

wife, Sarah Virginia Pharr for $1300.   

 

The house was purchased by Charles Harris Erwin (1822-1885) on September 29, 1879.  Erwin was 

married first to Mary Eliza Bost (1837-1867) and second to Sarah Virginia Pharr (1843-1916).   You have 

seen references to Erwin being a Confederate Soldier and wonder if this is true.   

 

The property was sold to Brevard Ervin Harris (1861-1922) sometime in the 1920’s.  He was a 

bookkeeper by trade and served as the Secretary Treasurer of Cannon & Fetzer Co.  He also served on 

the Cabarrus County School Commission in 1903 and was an Alumnus of Davidson College and Secretary 

of the YMCA.  Harris’ wife was Bonnie Savage (1860-1954) and they had one son, Brevard Ervin Harris Jr. 

(1897-1981) who became a local historian along with serving as Concord’s Postmaster, City Clerk and 

Treasurer.  Harris Jr. had one daughter, Jane Harris Nierenburg, now 94 years old, who you have met.   

mailto:Lacooper@mindspring.com
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The House 

 

The Charles Erwin House is listed on the National Register of Historical Places as part of the North Union 

Street Historic District.  Per the National Register: 

 

“The North Union Street Historic District consists of 190 properties that are found in a twenty-

five block area that is located directly northwest of the city’s central business district…The district 

has 190 buildings, of these 174 were originally intended for residential purposes.  The majority of 

the residential structures were designed for single family occupancy…The earliest extant houses 

in the district are vernacular versions, those that fused Greek Revival and Italianate idioms…” 

 

The description goes on to say the Erwin House (#50) is among the “finest surviving examples” of Greek 

Revival and Italianate Houses.   

 

…The Erwin House (#50) was probably built soon after Charles E. Erwin purchased the lot in 

1879.  The most distinctive Italianate feature of the house is the tall, narrow façade.  The Erwin 

House also maintains its original six-over-six sash windows and Italianate interior trimwork.” 

 

Your research has already shown a house existed on the property in 1872, so the Register date may be a 

little off.   

 

W. A. Smith, E. C. Smith and Joel Reed 

 

Your research had shown the house was sold in 1867 to M. A. Blackwelder by W. A. Smith, E. C. Smith 

and Joel Reed.  I was unable to find anything on E. C. Smith, but W. A. Smith and Joel Reed were 

neighbors, business associates, and occasional business partners who were involved in one law suit that 

went all the way to the North Carolina Supreme Court.   

 

Per the 1870 census, WA Smith was a 41 year old Retired Dry Goods Merchant living in Concord, North 

Carolina with his wife, Francis, and 5 children.  Smith was wealthy by post-Civil War standards; he owned 

real estate property valued at $25,000 and personal property valued at $10,000.   At age 41, he was a 

very young man to have already retired, but, as you will see, he tried his hand at investing which did not 

go well. 

 

 
Source Citation:  Year: 1870; Census Place: Concord, Cabarrus, North Carolina; Roll: M593_1126; Page: 467A; Image: 331; Family History Library 

Film: 552625 
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Joel Reed also lived in Concord, NC, in the same section of town where the Smith family lived.  Joel was a 

successful druggist (pharmacist) which had made him a fairly wealthy man.  In 1870, his real estate 

holdings were worth $15,000 and personal property was worth $5000.  Reed’s wife Ellen was 16 years 

younger than him.  They had two small children and a “live in” domestic servant named Betty Harris.   

Shocking by today’s standards, Betty was Mulatto and only 9 years old, possibly a former slave who had 

been orphaned or separated from her family by the War.   

 

 
Source Citation:  Year: 1870; Census Place: Concord, Cabarrus, North Carolina; Roll: M593_1126; Page: 468A; Image: 333; Family History Library 

Film: 552625 

 

Examples of Smith and Reed’s business 

association are found in the newspapers local to 

Concord, NC.  On Sunday, February 1, 1874 

(page 3), The Bright Mason, Concord, NC, 

published the following advertisement.  W. A. 

Smith had invested in a new medicine, The 

Smith’s Lung Preserver, which could cure “in fact 

all diseases of the Throat and Lungs”.   This 

miracle cure was for sale at local drug stores 

including the one owned and operated by Joel 

Reed. 
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Joel Reed was, apparently, ready to peddle any type of new medicine.  Of course, we need to remember  

“medicine” was a very rough term, a 

catch-all that included everything from 

old home remedies to quackery 

dreamed up by get-rich-quick schemers.  

Although Colleges and Universities were 

beginning to turn out educated doctors 

and pharmacists, it was still common 

for the neighborhood Barber to double 

as a Dentist when needed.   One of the 

advertisements for Reed’s medicines 

was published in The Concord Register, 

Concord, NC on Saturday, May 27, 1876 

(page 1). 

 

 

 

 

 

And “for cash and cash alone” you could purchase a wide array of goods from Reed, including alcoholic 

beverages. 

 
The Concord Register, Concord, NC, Saturday, June 10, 1876, page 1 

 

W. A. Smith even got involved in politics, running for the newly created position (created 1868) of 

Lieutenant Governor on the Republican Ticket in 1876.   He lost to Democrat Thomas J Jarvis of Currituck 

County.   
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The Concord Register, Concord, NC, Saturday, August 19, 1876, Page 1 

 

 

 

 

In 1877, Reed, Smith and several of their neighbors banded 

together in an attempt to keep trespassers off their property 

and out of their neighborhood.  The Concord Register, Concord, 

NC, Saturday, March 31, 1877, Page 4.   

 

However, by the time this announcement was published, W. A. 

Smith’s financial situation was falling apart.  A Sale for Town 

Taxes was planned to take place on Monday, April 2, 1877, at 

the Courthouse door in Concord.  Among the properties listed 
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for sale “to the highest bidder” was property owned by W. A. Smith located on Union Street, Concord.   

 

 
The Concord Register, Concord, NC, March 3, 1877, page 4 

   

W. A. Smith’s schemes and deals had finally caught up with him.  On April 9, 1878, Smith found himself 

in the North Carolina Supreme Court receiving judgment.  Per the book Cases Argued and Determined in 

the Supreme Court of North Carolina, June Term, 1878, page 310: 

 

On the 17th of January, 1872, the defendant and his wife executed a mortgage deed to Elam 

King, to secure a debt the defendant owed King, with power of sale in default of payment at a 

certain time, and on the 3d of March 1873 they executed a similar deed to Joel Reed to secure 

defendant’s debt to him.  The deed to King conveyed a tract of land in and near the town of 

Concord in Cabarrus county, and the deed to Reed conveyed the defendants equity of 

redemption therein.   

 

The plaintiff, having obtained a judgment against the defendant on a debt due him, had an 

execution issued which was returned unsatisfied, and thereupon he brought an action against 

the defendant and said mortgagees for a foreclosure of the mortgages and a sale of the land to 

pay his debt… 
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The affidavit of Mrs. Smith, wife of defendant, upon the injunction was granted, states that up to 

the time of the rendition of said order she was not a party to the action, but subsequently filed 

her complaint and moved to be made a party to protect her equities as surety of her husband, in 

that said order authorized the sale of a house and lot which was her separate property... 

 

If I interpret this correctly, W. A. Smith had agreed to sell property belonging to his wife without her 

knowledge or consent and she wanted the sale reversed and made void.  The Supreme Court agreed, 

stating: 

 

…that she did not owe the creditors of her husband; that the indebtedness secured by the 

mortgages arose from the individual contract of her husband, and her separate property was 

conveyed with it as additional security for its payment; and that the debt of the plaintiff is also 

an individual debt of her husband.  The affiant is advised that as the debts secured in the 

mortgages have been satisfied as aforesaid, her separate property is discharged from any 

further lien in respect to the execution of said deeds… 

 

Thus W. A. Smith’s wife, Frances, kept her property.  I wonder what the conversations were like around 

their dinner table?   

 

Of course, your property was sold to M. A. Blackwelder by W. A. Smith and Joel Reed in 1867, so not 

part of the law suit or public auction to pay Town Taxes, but this gives you an idea about what type of 

men Smith and Reed were.   

 

M.A. Blackwelder and Leah Blackwelder 

 

Per the 1860 Federal Census, there were 3 men named Martin Blackwelder living in Cabarrus County, 

NC.  To add to the confusion, two of these men had the middle initial “A”.   However, only one had a 

wife name Leah.   He was Martin Alexander Blackwelder, son of Henry and Margaret Blackwelder of 

Cabarrus County, NC as shown on the 1850 census below. 

 

 
Source Citation:  Year: 1850; Census Place: Cabarrus, North Carolina; Roll: M432_622; Page: 418A; Image: 463 

 

Martin posted/filed a Marriage Bond for “Five Hundred Pounds current money of said State” in Cabarrus 

County on December 8, 1858.  His bride to be was Leah L. Blackwelder; same surname.  H. R. Bradshaw 

was bondsman.   Marriage Bonds were posted as a guarantee that there were no impediments to the 
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marriage and the groom made his offer of marriage in good faith; the bride and her family would not 

have to worry about a change-of-heart or scandal from being jilted or left at the altar.  By tradition, the 

wedding usually took place within a few days of posting the bond.   

 

 

 
North Carolina State Archives, Marriage Bonds, Cabarrus County 

 

Leah was the widow of Martin’s older brother, Wilson Blackwelder.  Wilson and Leah Cruse married in 

1845 and had 3 children before he died in 1857.  The 1860 Census shows Martin, Leah and 3 children 

living on their farm in Cabarrus County.  The children were actually the son and daughters of Martin’s 

deceased brother, Wilson; therefore, Martin’s nieces and nephews – but also his step-children after he 

married Leah.   

 

 
Source Citation:  Year: 1860; Census Place: Subdivision East of NC RR, Cabarrus, North Carolina; Roll: M653_890; Page: 83; Image: 167; Family 

History Library Film: 803890 
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Leah died December 11, 1867 and is buried with her first husband, Wilson 

Blackwelder, in Oakwood Cemetery, Concord, NC.   Per findagrave.com, she died of 

tuberculous.   

 

Martin, a young widower responsible for his 3 young step children (who were also 

his nieces and nephew), could not afford to stay single for long.  He needed 

someone who could care for the children while he worked his farm and a single 

woman (hired help) living under his roof was too scandalous.  He married the 2nd 

time on July 21, 1868 to Leah Stirewalt.   

 

 

 
Source Information:  Ancestry.com. North Carolina, Marriage Records, 1741-2011 [database on-line]. Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations, 

Inc., 2015. 

 

Martin and his 2nd wife, Leah, appear together on the 1870 Census living in Township 5, Cabarrus 

County, NC with their 6 month old daughter, Mary.   I was unable to find Martin’s step-children on the 

census; they were most likely living with relatives.   

 

 
Source Citation:  Year: 1870; Census Place: Township 5, Cabarrus, North Carolina; Roll: M593_1126; Page: 513A; Image: 425; Family History 

Library Film: 552625 

 

As you can see from the map below, Township 5 encompassed the area where your house is located 

today and this agrees with your research showing M. A. Blackwelder purchased the house in 1867.   

However, as a farmer with real estate valued at $2800, it is unlikely Martin and Leah were living in town 

full time.     
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Martin wrote his will on December 11, 1871 and died January 3, 1872.  In his will, he specifies  “It is my 

will that my executors collect in all of the money that is owing me and pay all of my Just debts and if 

there is not enough then my executor sell the House and Lot in The Town of Concord and pay the 

remainder of my debts.”   This agrees with your research that Leah, as his Executor, sold the house to 

pay for debts.   
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Martin A Blackwelder 1871 will, Cabarrus County, NC, Will Book 3, Page 54-55 
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State of North Carolina 

Cabarrus County 

In Probate Court 

A Script or paper writing purporting  

to be the last Will and Testament of Martin A. 

Blackwelder is exhibited in open Court and offered for 

Probate is in the following words and figures to wit 

In the name of God Amen 

I Martin A Blackwelder of the County of Cabarrus 

and State of North Carolina being of sound mind  

and good memory but knowing the uncertainty 

of life deem it my duty to make this my last will 

and Testament 

1st That my executor hereafter named provide my body with 

a good and decent suit of burial suited to the wishes of my friends 

and relatives and that the funeral expenses be paid with the first 

money that comes in his hand of my Estate. 

I will and bequeath to my beloved wife Leah L. and all my 

children all of my property both real and personal to have and 

to hold as long as she keep my name if she my wife marryes 

then in that event she only draws a childs part 

I will and bequeath to my wife one hundred acres of land if she 

marryes to have and to hold her life time and at her death then it 

is to go to my childrens and that this hundred acres of land be  

laid off by three free holders her choise and that they commence 

on the long line between my Brother H. A. Blackwelder and 

my self about two or three hundred yards south of the sweet gum 

corner at the mouth of the mouth of the Martin Walter branch 

and that it be laid so that it includes my House and Mill 

and Cotton Gin 

I is my will that my executors collect in all of the money 

that is owing me and pay all of my Just debts and if 

there is not enough then my executor sell the House and Lot  

in The Town of Concord and pay the remainder of my debts. 

It is my will if my wife and all of the children die then in that event 

that my Sister Sophia L. Bost now the wife of George Bost 

and her heirs first secure one thousand dollars of my Estate 

It is my will that if my wife and children die as before stated that 

One Thousand dollars go to St. James Church in Concord NC 

and that Thousand to be put on interest and the interest to 

betaken to pay the Minister of said Church Yearly. 

It is my will if my Wife and Children die that One 

Thousand go to the NC Synod of the Lutheran Church of 
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No Ca and it be on Interest as before stated. 

I hereby appoint my Wife Leah Executor of my Estate 

in full and that Dr. J E McEachern assist her if his 

health admits of it if not R W Allison. 

In witness I have set my hand and seal in the  

presence of  

December 11, 1871 

M A Blackwelder (seal) 

Test 

G C Goodman 

Bentin Barnhart 

 

Charles Harris Erwin 

 

In 1872, Leah S. Blackwelder sold the property to Aaron G. Lentz for $700; money needed to pay debts 

as directed in Martin Blackwelder’s will.  As you saw in the newspaper ads above, Lentz owned property 

on Union Street and was a neighbor of the Blackwelders, W. A. Smith and Joel Reed.  Lentz owned the 

property until September 29, 1879 when he sold it to Charles Harris Erwin and his second wife, Sarah 

Virginia Pharr for $1300.   

 

Charles Harris Erwin 

 

Charles was a Veteran of the Civil War.  He officially enlisted as a Private on October 16, 1864.   He was 

assigned to Company F, 1st Regiment, NC Calvary better known as “The Cabarrus Rangers”.  Although the 

1st Regiment Calvary was made up of men from all over North Carolina, Company F was comprised of 

men from Cabarrus County so Charles probably knew and grew up with most of the men he served with.   

Per the book NC Troops 1861-1865, A Roster, Vol. III Cavalry, pg 56, he was “present or accounted for 

through December 1864”.   Unfortunately, most of the records of this unit have been lost so there is no 

way of knowing if Erwin remained in service beyond December 1864 until the end of the War in April 

1865.  His unit was, however, involved in the Battle of Reams Station during the time period Erwin 

served per the National Parks Service web site for Civil War Soldiers and Sailors.  Since Erwin did not 

enlist until October 1864, it is not known if he joined his unit in time to be involved in the battle.   

 

 Reams’ Station, part of the Richmond-Petersburg Campaign.  June – December 1864 

 

Early morning June 29, 1864, Brig. Gen. August Kautz's division reached Ream's Station on the 

Weldon Railroad, which was thought to be held by Union infantry. Instead, Kautz found the road 

barred by Mahone's Confederate infantry division. Wilson's division, fighting against elements of 

William H.F. "Rooney" Lee's cavalry, joined Kautz's near Ream's Station, where they were 

virtually surrounded. About noon, Mahone's infantry assaulted their front while Fitzhugh Lee's 

cavalry division threatened the Union left flank. The raiders burned their wagons and abandoned 

their artillery. Separated by the Confederate attacks, Wilson and his men cut their way through 

and fled south on the Stage Road to cross Nottoway River, while Kautz went cross-country, 

reaching Federal lines at Petersburg about dark. Wilson continued east to the Blackwater River 
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before turning north, eventually reaching Union lines at Light House Point on July 2. The Wilson-

Kautz raid tore up more than 60 miles of track, temporarily disrupting rail traffic into Petersburg, 

but at a great cost in men and mounts. 

 

Although his service was short, he survived the War and returned to Cabarrus County.  Per the 1870 

census, Charles Erwin and family were living in Township 1 (Harrisburg) of Cabarrus County.  Charles was 

a successful farmer with real estate valued at $2800 and personal property valued at $1000.  His 

younger children, including a ward (female Willie Johnson) attended school and he was financially able 

to afford one full time Domestic Servant and 2 full time Farm Hands.   
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In 1876 Erwin became involved in local politics, running and winning a Seat as Cabarrus County 

Commissioner. 

 

                
The Sun, Concord, NC, September 5, 1876, Page 3  The Concord Register, Concord, NC, November 4, 1876, Page 4 

 

By the time the 1880 census was taken, Charles Erwin was listed as 54 years old (he was actually 56) 

with wife Virginia (37), 6 children, a boarder and 2 servants.  The family was living in Township 12 of 

Concord which was within the city limits; most likely in the house now named after him.  Although his 

occupation was still listed as Farmer, he had apparently moved his family to town so they could enjoy a 

more urban lifestyle.  Note Willie Johnston is now listed as his daughter.   
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Source Citation:  Year: 1880; Census Place: Concord, Cabarrus, North Carolina; Roll: 955; Family History Film: 1254955; Page:406B; Enumeration 

District: 031; Image: 0083 

 

 

Erwin was among a list of 67 men added to a list of corrections to a previously printed Roll of Honor 

published on March 25, 1881 on page 3 of The Sun, Concord, NC.   
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Charles Harris Erwin died October 20, 1885.  He is buried in the Rocky River Presbyterian Church 

Cemetery, Rocky River, Cabarrus County, NC.   

 

Brevard Ervin Harris 

 

 Per your research, the property was sold to Brevard Ervin Harris 

(1861-1922) sometime in the 1920’s.   

 

Brevard Ervin Harris was the son of William Shakespeare Harris and 

Jane Witherspoon Ervin.   

 
www.findagrave.com 

 

Per the 1920 Federal Census, Brevard and his family were living on North Union Street, Concord, NC. 

 

 
Source Citation:  Year: 1920; Census Place: Concord Ward 2, Cabarrus, North Carolina; Roll: T625_1288; Page: 2A; Enumeration District: 57; 

Image: 620 

 

Brevard’s wife, Bonnie, stated her father had been born in England and her mother was born in 

Pennsylvania.  Brevard worked as the Secretary Treasurer of a Lumber Company.   

 

The Harris family was very popular in the Concord, NC, Social Scene as evidenced by an article published 

on the front page of The Concord Daily Tribune on Friday, January 3, 1913.   
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Their social happenings continued to be the “talk of the town” on August 15, 1919 when The Concord 

Daily Tribune published the following on page 5: 

 

 
 

Brevard Ervin Harris died on May 21, 1922.  An announcement of his death was published on page 5 of 

The Concord Times on May 22, 1922.   
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The Concord Times (page 5) also published a death announcement and tribute on the same day.   
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Harris’ obituary was published on the same day, May 20, 1922, page 1 of The Concord Daily Tribune. 

 

     
 

Harris’ widow, Bonnie, was listed in the 1952 Concord, NC, City Directory still living in the house on 

Union Street.   

 
1952 Concord, NC City Directory, page 178 
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While wrapping up the research session, I found the following information about the Harris family 

posted online at http://genealogytrails.com/ncar/cabarrus/hist_county.html.  Dr. Charles Harris was the 

grandfather of Brevard Ervin Harris, Sr.    The photo (c1980) is of Dr. Harris’ house, Favoni, which was 

built in 1791 in Concord, NC.  It was listed on the National Register of Historic Places but, unfortunately, 

burned down in 1990.  The photo is posted online, made available by the Preservation North Carolina 

Historic Architecture Slide Collection of the North Carolina State Library.   

 

 Dr. Charles Harris, of this county, was distinguished as a 

patriot, a soldier and physician.  He was born in this 

county, when Mecklenburg, in 1763.  While pursuing his 

studies at Charlotte, the invasion of the British caused him 

to exchange the gown for the sword.  He joined the corps 

of cavalry under Colonel Davie, and was with that active 

officer in his brave and daring career.  After the war was 

over he resumed his studies at Clio Academy, in Iredell.  He 

commenced the study of medicine under Dr Isaac Alexander, at Camden, SC and finished at 

Philadelphia.  On his return he settled at Salisbury, and practiced with success; he then moved to 

Favoni, his seat in Cabarrus, where he ended his days.   

 

Devoted to his profession, he was unrivaled as a physician and surgeon.  His reputation was 

widely extended, and his skill and success justified this celebrity.  He had a medical school, and 

instructed ninety three young men in the healing art.  His temper was cheerful and his manner 

mild.  He died Sept. 21, 1825.  He left several children, William Shakespeare Harris, Esq. one of 

them, in 1836, represented Cabarrus in the House of Commons.  I copy from his tombstone the 

following:  “This monument is erected to perpetuate the memory of Charles Harris, M.D., born 

23rd November 1762, died 21st September 1826 aged 63 years.  Dr. Harris was engaged in the 

practice of medicine and surgery forty years; eminent in the former, in the latter preeminent.  HE 

was a man of extensive reading, of an acute inquisitive mind, friendly to all and beloved by all.   

 

His heart entered deeply into the sufferings of all his patients, mingling the medicine he 

administered with the feelings of a friend.  He lived usefully, and died resignedly, and we humbly 

trust, through the sovereign virtue of the all-healing medicine of the Great Physician, he was 

prepared to rest in this tomb, where the wicked cease from troubling and the weary are at rest.   

 

Thus the 10 hour research session has come to an end.  I hope I have been able to give you some 

interesting information about the previous owners of the house you now call home.  If you have any 

questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.  I have enjoyed the project and thank you for hiring me.   

 

Linda Allred Cooper 

http://genealogytrails.com/ncar/cabarrus/hist_county.html

